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We are always working to preserve and re-vitalize our city’s cultural heritage.
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7th Century’s Harness found in the City

There are many prehistoric artifacts and sites that tell us about the lifestyles of our ancestors
from more than thirty thousand (30,000) years ago.
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Robata Heritage Park was re-built from the remains of a village that existed five thousand
(5,000) years ago.
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This is a traditional agricultural festival, where people celebrate good harvests and express
gratitude to Gods, in the form of a Kabuki play.

It was built one hundred forty (140) years ago, and has been used to perform Kabuki every
year since it was built.

The play will be performed from generation to generation in the future.
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Murakuniza Theater

However over the years it fell into disrepair and needed to be restored.

This spring we completed a Major Three-Year Repair Project on the whole building and
added earthquake protection structures.

This was made possible by the generous donations of city residents.
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Unumajuku under Restoration

In our city there is a district called “Unuma-Jyuku” with many inns that are over one hundred

(100) years old.
Unumajuku is located on the historic Nakasendo, which once flourished as one of the two

original highways that connected Tokyo and Kyoto since the seventeenth (17t) century.
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Unumajuku under Restoration

i

The condition of several historic buildings was starting to deteriorate so we had plans to
restore them and preserve the district’s scenic beauty.
We took the buildings apart and re-construct them to their former states as close as possible.
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Unumajuku After Restoration

We have turned one of the houses into a museum so that visitors can understand more about
the local architecture and history.

Volunteer guides explain the history and renovation project of Unumajuku to the guests.
Waki-honjin, an former inn for nobles, will also be renovated next year.
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The Kiso River is an area where many ancient cultures developed over time.
This old picture shows the river being used for transportation of stone materials to be used in
construction.
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Kiso River

While social and structural changes have taken away the river’s former function, initiatives
are being taken to establish new relationships between the residents and the river which
symbolizes the regional culture.
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Water Eco Park

We created the largest river eco-park in Japan , which is located on a river island, called the
“Water Eco Park”, that attracts four million (4,000,000) visitors per year.

It provides a place to represent the river and its ecosystem, where visitors can try hands-on
activities.
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Class of Kisogawa-gaku

Our city developed and grew strong thanks to its location near the banks of the Kiso River.

It is our mother river, our identity.

It nurtured our natural environment, culture, and commerce.

“Kisogawa-gaku”, is a comprehensive research initiative coordinated by citizens, academia
and local government with the goal of increasing local interest and awareness for the river’s

past, present and future.
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Revitalization of Local River Festival

The Kawashima district used to hold the Kawamatsuri or “river festival,” which began after
the Great Flood of the seventeenth (17%) century.

The festival had been held since then but was not held for the past thirty (30) years.

Recently, local residents created a preservation society and now the festival tradition
continues each year in grand style.
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