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Environmentally
Friendly Activities

We have been working on protecting the environment with many different strategies.
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Enhancing the biodiversity

We are striving to restore the bio-diversity of our local eco-system that was partially lost due to
the urbanization.

The Natural Heritage Forest, about thirty-seven (37) hectares, located in the north-east of the
city is a prime example of our efforts to protect threatened species.

The site is loved by citizens as not only a natural asset, but a place of recreation and as the
pride of the community.
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Big Forest Fire in Kakamigahara (2002)

Increasing forest area to reduce carbon dioxide (CO?2) is an urgent issue for today’s global

society.
In two thousand two (2002), there was a major forest fire in the north of our city that

destroyed one hundred sixty (160) hectares of forest.
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Big Forest Fire in Kakamigahara (2002)
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We have begun re-forestation efforts on the mountains that were made barren by the forest
fire.

This is in response to the actions of city residents who were working to restore the mountains
to their original beauty.
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Reforestation of forest fire ruins (2007)
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In the last ten years, a total of more than thirty thousand (30,000) citizens took part in planting
one hundred twenty three thousand (123,000) native trees not only devastated forest but also in

parks and streets.
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Reforestation of Gongenyama Mountain

e

By two thousand twelve (2012), an additional twenty one thousand (21,000) trees will be
planted including five hundred (500) along streets, thirty eight hundred (3,800) in the Forest of
New L.ife, two thousand (2,000) in the cherry blossom corridor plan.
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Environmental Education for
L3

The year two thousand seven (2007) saw substantial results from the environmental education
provided at every elementary and junior high school and the voluntary environmental
activities by school children.

At each school, Biotope Pond and irrigation channels have been designed and built, in order to
teach about and improve local biodiversity.
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Environmental Education for Kids (2007)

Voluntary activities by students reduced electricity by eighty thousand (80,000) kilowatts.
That means a reduction of forty four (44) tons of greenhouse gasses.

They reduced water use by twenty five thousand (25,000) liters.

This picture shows students awarded for special achievements at the annual Environmental
Act Promotion Rally.
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Carrot Fields

Groundwater is the sole resource of drinking water for our city residents.
In the nineteen sixties (1960°s), this groundwater faced a contamination crisis.

The cause of it turned out to be the overfertilization of carrots, one of our major agricultural
products.
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Experiments to reduce fertilizer in 198
T BT i SCR s T

Our effort to control fertilization offered a valuable opportunity to reduce the damaging
Impacts on groundwater.

We could reduce the use of chemical fertilizers.
Now we can provide clean water to our residents.
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Fertilization Control for Groundwater

»r
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This initiative i1s now being expanded into many other movements, such as conservation of rice
paddies as the major irrigation source.

We also carried out scientific research on the structure and capacity of the groundwater due to
the increased concern.
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We have been working on reduction of waste and increasing recycling.
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The Amount of Garbage

We aim to reduce twenty percent (20%) of waste by two thousand seventeen (2017), twenty
five percent (25%) by two thousand twenty (2020) compared with two thousand seven (2007).

We have reduced the burnable waste as much as about five thousand (5000) ton which counts
for twelve percent (12%) of the waste last year.
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Green Recycle

Our leading recycle activity such as “Green Recycle” and ”Paper Recycle” is now attracting
nation-wide attention.

This picture shows our plant waste recycling program.
We used to burn all garden and plant waste until two thousand seven (2007).
However we collect all the plant waste and paper waste for recycling now.
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Green Recycle

From last year, we began collecting and composting it.

20084F X W & THEABL L
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Green Recycle

and we return to our citizens as free fertilizer for gardens.
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