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Enhancement of
the Landscape

Being the first Japanese Park City, Kakamigahara is fully committed improving the landscape
and the environment.

We’ve set up “Kakamigahara Landscape Plan” in two thousand six(2006).

To begin with, we designated twenty nine(29) important scenic sites.

We’ll come to an agreement with the residents to set up some regulations to preserve our
scenic beauty by two thousand ten(2010).

At this moment, we’ve already come to an agreement with residents in twenty five(25) sites
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Diagram of Natural Symbiosis City

Kakamigahara consists of four (4) different landscape types.
They are “Forest, Pastoral, Urban, and River Landscape”.
These are designed to improve the original geographical features.
Now | will introduce the four landscape types.
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Forest Landscape: Natural Heritage Forest

This is “Natural Heritage Forest” which represents our Forest Landscape.

This site was once planned to be an industrial waste site by developers.

We were concerned that this landfill would pollute our groundwater source.

Our city bought the land and transformed into this beautiful park and now maintained by
citizens.
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Forest Landscape: Meditation Forest

This is our city’s public crematory which was built in the nineteen sixties (1960s) but we
recently re-made into a beautiful new building that helps create a harmony with the
environment and peace for the families of the departed.

Meditation Forest refers to the entire park which includes this building as well as the
surrounding forest and cemetery.
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Forest Landscape: Meditation Forest

Not only for saying farewell to loved ones, the building is also used for Christmas concerts once
every December.
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Pastoral Landscape: Murakuniza Theater

The one thousand six hundred hectors (1600ha) of farmland that surrounds our city is rich
with history, culture and tradition.

The Murakuni-za is an old and special theater that was built by farmers long ago.

It is still used even now to stage Kabuki performances.

Our love for the building and surrounding landscape made it a symbol of our city.
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Urban Landscape: City Park (The Learning Forest)

A university was once located in the center of our city.
However, it moved to a neighboring city.
A decision was made to create more green space in the heart of the city.
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Urban Landscape: City Park (The Learning Forest)

A part of this space is called “Manabi-no-Mori”.
It’s a fifty eight thousand (58,000) square meter City Park.
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Urban Landscape: City Park (The Learning Forest)

We held public workshops to review the new park’s design.

Volunteers also completed many projects such as removing overgrown bamboo, planting oak
trees, and protecting some kingfishers’ nesting sites.

With all of our efforts, we have made this area into a beautiful city park.
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City Hall Street once used to be problematic as it was blocked by two rail lines, and it could
not work as a “main street”.

In order to create a greener main street, we planted many beautiful trees.
We also renovated the station plaza, opening up the road to through traffic.

ZO@EY X, SHEIC X Y ETHREEESCAIIER S oW ShHTRAERICBRBE RFEEL S L TWE LT,

BREZBRTDHZLICEY, AEEL LToOMREL A LIV Tidie <. BRETVASE O LE ., EHEE OB X 2 EKR: £
. BRBLUCER LB HEHEEZITVE L,

14



LivCom Awards 2009, Pilsen, Czech Republic

Urban Landscape: Unuma Station Plaza

Unuma, our main station, and the surrounding area used to be too close to the road,
unattractive and dangerous.

In order to solve this problem, we re-designed the station plaza.
In the new design, we used flowing water and trees to make a beautiful station.
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Urban Landscape: Unuma Station Plaza

......

As our city encourages commuting by bicycle, we also built a beautiful new bicycle parking
building.
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River Landscape: Shin Sakai River

The Shinsakai River was built up in the nineteen thirties (1930s) in order to prevent floods.
Today, this site is one of the most famous spots to view cherry blossoms in Japan.

During World War Two, almost all of the trees were burned down due to air raids.

The citizens re-planted over the one thousand (1000) cherries, for five (5) kilometers along the
riverbanks.
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River Landscape: Shin Sakai Ri

In two thousand four (2004), we started planting more.
Volunteers have helped with this plan, planted four thousand (4,000) trees and we had thirteen

(13) kilo meters of trees last year, twice as long as before.
By the year two thousand fourteen (2014) we will have a thirty nine (39) kilo meters of a

Cherry Blossom Corridor that surrounds our city.

20044EN B IX, FT- AR OBR Y BAMNICEY F L,
FBAER S T ¢ T HEEICHEB 21TV, 20084E % TIZ40004, 2201 ED13kmE THERT Z LN TXE L,

& B IT20144F F TITHIE - 39km O RLEIER 2 A2 T e 2 T,



LivCom Awards 2009, Pilsen, Czech Republic

River Landscape: Kasekiko Park
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“Kasekiko Park’ opened this year. It means “Oxbow Lake Park™.
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River Landscape: Kasekiko Park
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Kasekiko is a small lake that was formed long ago by floods, a large island located in the

middle of the Kiso river.
There you can see high water marks from historic floods and also the natural riverside scenery

just as it has been since long ago.
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River Landscape: Kasekiko Park

This park represents our city’s vision for landscaping as well as environmental conservation.
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The parks and green areas are maintained and grown by a citizens’ volunteer group called the
“Park Rangers”.
Each group forms annual plans for activities like park maintenance, and so on.
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The Cherry Blossom Preservation Group was established.

They check old damaged trees and treat their condition.

Last year, the Park Rangers received the “All-Japan Community-Creation Grand Prize” at
the Japan Society of Urban and Regional Planners.
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Increase in the Number of Park Ranger

1778 1,848 2000

More than one thousand eight hundred (1,800) residents have joined the Park Rangers.
They are the largest volunteer organization and boast fifty three (53) groups throughout the

city.
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Awards and Recognition (2005 - 2009)

1. Prime Minister’s “Japan Green City Award (2005)"
2. “Liveable Community Awards (2007)"

3. “The City Planning Institute of Japan Award (2008)"
4. “Japan Civil Engineering Design Prize” (2008)

5. “Japan Environmen t & Building Equipment Design

Award(2009)"

Our efforts have been highly acclaimed by many groups throughout the nation.

We received the Prime Minister’s “Green City Award", the two thousand seven (2007)
LivCom Awards silver prize and many other awards.

This recognition gives our citizens pride in our city and raises their environmental awareness.
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